CHAPTER rn.

HENRY  OF NAVARRE  THE   PROTECTOR OF THE
CHURCHES.

15/6-1586.

[HE terms of the "Peace of Monsieur"
were far too favourable to the Prot-
estants not to excite the greatest
irritation among the more zealous
Catholics.

Henry III, had been determined to
end the war, even, he said, should it cost him half
his kingdom. He probably counted on the violent
reaction which was certain to be provoked, and on
the resistance which the Parliaments and clergy arid
other bodies would offer to the execution of the
treaty, as an excuse for the non-performance of the
concessions by which he bought peace. But if so,
he ought to have seen how much his authority
would be weakened by the double humiliation of
yielding such terms to rebellious subjects and of
subsequently excusing their violation by the plea
that he was powerless to enforce them.
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